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SUBJECT: YEMENI-SAUDI ARABIA RELATIONS 

tv DURING SEPT 6 MEETING, FONMIN ABDALLAH AL-ASNAJ 
DESCRIBED TO ME WITH GREAT SATISFACTION THE RECENT TRIP TO 
SAUDI ARABIA OF PRES HAMDI. ASNAJ SAID THAT THE SAUDI 
LEADERSHIP OPENLY EXPRESSED "COMPLETE" SUPPORT FOR HAMBT 
AND THE ATMOSPHERE SURROUNDING THE TALKS BETWEEN HAMDI AND 
SUCH IMPORTANT SAUDI FIGURES AS PRINCE SULTAN WAS 
"EXCELLENT AND OPEN". AS A SIGN OF THE INTIMACY OF THIS NEW 
RELATIONSHIP, ASNAJ SAID THAT HAMDI WAS SHOWN INTELLIGENCE 
REPORTS ON YEMEM SUBMITTED TO THE SAUDI GOVT BY SHAIKH 
ABDALLAH AL-AHMAR. MOREOVER, DURING THE MILITARY MANEUVERS AT 
TABUK, HAMDI WAS ALLOWED TO SEE "EVERYTHING". FINALLY BOTH 
THE ROYALIST EXILES IN RIYADH AND AL-AHMAR HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT 
THE SAUDI GOVT IS NOW FULLY BEHIND HAMDI. 

2. ASNAJ CONFIRMED THAT DEPUTY COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

AND CHIEF OF STAFF AHMAD AL-GHASHMI WILL BE GOING TO SAUDU 

ARABIA SHORTLY AFTER RAMADAN AT WHICH TIME DETAILS WILL BE WORKED 

OUT ON THE SAUDI MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. ASNAJ INDICATED 
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DURING THIS VISIT, BUT HAMDI HAS NONETHELESS COME BACK MUCH 
ENCOURAGED THAT THE SAUDIS WILT. BE FORTHCOMING WITH 
MILITARY AID. ASNAJ NOTED THAT IBRAHIM HAD TWO LONG 
PRIVATE SESSIONS WITH PRINCE SULTAN AND OPINED THAT MILITARY 
MATTERS MIGHT WELL HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED DURING THOSE MEETINGS 
THUS PROVIDING HAMDI WITH THE BASIS FOR HIS OPTIMISM. 

3. ASNAG EXPRESSED HIS ADMIRATION FOR THE INTELLIGENCE 
AND SKILLS OF PRINCE SAUD IBN FAISAL SAYING THAT SAUDI 
ARABIA'S NEW POLICY OF FRIENDSHIP AND CLOSE COOPERATION 
WITH THE YARG MUST IN PART BE ATTRIBUTED TO PRINCE SAUD 
AND PRINCE FAHD WHO APPEAR TO HAVE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 
THAN SOME OF THE OTHERS IN THE SAUDI LEADERSHIP. PRINCE SULTAN, 
HOWEVER, NOW SEEMS TO BE COMING AROUND. 

4. ASNAJ ALSO SAID THAT THE SAUDIS AND PARTICULARLY 
PRINCE SULTAN HAVE FINALLY BECOME CONVINCED OF 

HIS OWN POLITICAL BONA FIDES AS WELL AS THOSE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
ADVISOR MUHAMMAD BASINDWA. ASNAJ NOTED THAT IN THE PAST 

YEMENI EXILES IN RIYADH AS WELL AS SHAIKH ABDALLA AL-AHMAR IN 
SANA HAD CHARACTERIZED TO PRINCE SULTAN BOTH HIMSELF AND BASINDWA 
AS "LEFTIST PARTISANS AND COMMUNIST STOOGES." 

5. COMMENT: ASNAJ IS NOT A MAN TO BECOME OVER ENTHUSIASTIC 
WITHOUT CAUSE. ALTHOUGH HIS COMMENTS WERE COUCHED IN HIS 
USUAL MEASURED MANNER, IT WAS QUITE OBVIOUS THAT IN HIS MIND 

AT LEAST A TURNING POINT HAS BEEN REACHED IN SAUDI-YAR RELATIONS. 
WHILE MUCH OF THE CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO HAMDI FOR THIS RECENT 
FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENT, ASNAJ MUST ALSO BE PRAISED FOR HIS 
PERSISTENT EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT A SAUDI- YARG UNDERSTANDING 
OFTEN IN THE FACE OF SUSPICION AND OPPOSITION BOTH IN SANA 
AND RIYADH. 
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